

Adopted 4/24/17


Introduced by Council Member R. Brown and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter, R. Gaffney, Dennis, Anderson, K. Brown, Newby, Morgan and Becton:
RESOLUTION 2018-247-A
A Resolution HONORING AND COMMENDING THE REVEREND ROBERT LECOUNT FOR HIS SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP AND SPONSORSHIP OF “QUENCH THE VIOLENCE” RALLIES IN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
religious leaders in our neighborhoods are essential to the well-being of our families and our communities; ministers and pastors are there in our moments of sorrow and times of joy; their spiritual nourishment, wisdom and inspiration sustain us all;
 and

WHEREAS,
since its inception 15 years ago, Reverend Robert LeCount has been the widely respected pastor of Disciples of  Christ Christian Fellowship Baptist  Church;  Reverend LeCount has been his flock’s spiritual leader providing solace and  inspiration; and

WHEREAS,
the Reverend LeCount also has demonstrated outstanding civic leadership in Jacksonville when his son, Jarmand LeCount, was slain in May 2003, in the midst of a self-initiated crime, Reverend LeCount’s response was not revenge; he felt that the best way to memorialize his son was by making a commitment to eradicate the climate of violence that saddens and brings sorrow to countless families; and
WHEREAS, Reverend LeCount founded annual “Quench the Violence” rallies where thousands of cold bottles of water are distributed to attendees in an effort to help others  “chill out” the violence in Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS,
on Saturday, August 25, 2018, for the eighth time since 2008, at the annual “Quench the Violence” rally Reverend LeCount and dedicated volunteers will hand out 2,000 bottles of cold water at the church on Edgewood Avenue W. and spread along a 5.5 mile stretch of Moncrief Road between West 13th Street and Soutel Drive, where young Jarmand LeCount was slain; and

WHEREAS,
the intent of the rally is to impress upon participants to stop, have a drink of cold water, chill out and think about things before committing a violent crime that brings sorrow to everyone; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend the Reverend Robert LeCount for his spiritual leadership and sponsorship of “Quench the Violence” rallies in an inspiring challenge and effort to eradicate a climate of violence in Jacksonville 




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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